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IMMEDIATELY

UM FORESTRY STUDENT FROM MO.
FIGHTS FOREST FIRES
MISSOULA, Mont.-A summer spent high in the mountains, sleeping in a log cabin, enjoying fantastic
forest scenery, and fishing in Montana trout streams sounds like a dream to many a
luxury-loving human being.
But Roger Dale Hutchens, 20, St. Louis, M o ., a University of Montana student, would
hardly describe his job as a '’vacation.”
Hutchens is working for the U.S. Forest Service this summer as a "fire controlled”
and feels that the rewards of his hard work will be numerous when he returns to school
this fall.
Since he is a forestry student, Hutchens will be using the practical knowledge he
is compiling this summer when he returns to the Missoula campus.
A junior, Hutchens intends to work in forestry recreation after graduation from UM.
According to Hutchens, this could eventually involve managing a total recreation area,
the grounds and employees.
Hutchens fire controllee duties include fighting the forest fires that are discovered
by the district lookout stations, maintaining the two-room log cabin, known as the
Fairview Guard Station which houses the "fire chasers," thinning small trees in the
forest to stimulate the growth of the larger trees and clearing mountain trails.
The guard station i§ located in the Kootenai National Forest about 42 miles from the
northwestern Montana town of Libby.

According to Hutchens, the forest in which he is

working has not had a major fire for 10 years and the team at the Fairview Guard station
hopes to extend the record to 11 years.
more
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A very high percentage of fires that do occur, says Hutchens, are caused by
lightning.

But he added, this summer 20 of the first 24 fires in the Kootenai Forest

were man-caused.
Not having many fires to fight in early summer because of a high level of rainfall,
the team nevertheless is ready for progressive fire dangers later in the summer.
Hutchens Ti-ves and works with two other young men.

They are Ray Livermont, of

Vanblee, S.D,, and Dennis Meyer of Helena who is attending Concordia Seminary at Washington
University, St. Louis, Mo.
All three take their job very seriously and understand the important role they play
in preserving the forest they are partly responsible for, he said.

"We work hard even

when we aren’t fighting fires because you must be physically fit to fight fires," says
Roger.
They enjoy "roughing it" in the cabin, which has no electricity and no running
water. The group uses propane gas for light and heat and bathes in a nearby stream.
Late
/this summer Hutchens will return home to visit his parents Mr. and Mrs. George
Hutchens, 4112 Botanical, St. Louis, Mo., before registering for fall classes at UM.
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